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Charlton “Chuck” Bonham is the Director of the California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

(previously the Department of Fish and Game). Bonham was appointed by Governor Edmund G. 

Brown in August 2011. His eight years of service makes Bonham one of the longest standing 

Directors in recent history.  

 

Prior to his appointment, Bonham served in a number of roles for Trout Unlimited (TU) for over 

ten years, including as the organization’s California Director and as a Senior Attorney. He was 

responsible for developing, managing, and implementing TU’s programs in California. 

 

Bonham has also served as a gubernatorial appointee on the Board of Directors of the Delta 

Conservancy. Bonham received his J.D. and Environmental and Natural Resources Law 

Certificate from the Northwestern School of Law of Lewis and Clark College in Portland, 

Oregon. He was also a Peace Corps Volunteer in Senegal, West Africa. 


